
 HOW TO DO IT
CrossCheck relied on quick partners, a consistent and openly 
explained fact-checking process, and the focal point of  a 
major election. (For more, see this comprehensive report.) 
First Draft wants to bring the CrossCheck model to other 
elections, including in the U.S. In addition, it has published 
guides to fighting misinformation and launched an online 
verification course. 

CrossCheck That Election

 DOES IT WORK?
A study of people who submitted questions found that 
having multiple newsrooms reporting and explaining 
the verification process increased trust in the 
reporting. Some shared the fact-checks with friends 
who had shared misinformation. Crosscheck attracted 
180,000 Facebook followers and its short videos drew 
1.2 million page views. More lessons here. 

 WHO’S BEHIND IT?
First Draft, now a project of the Shorenstein Center on Media, 
Politics and Public Policy at Harvard University, coordinated 
the effort. Google News Lab and Facebook provided funding. 
CrossCheck used a Hearken plugin to enable people to sub-
mit questions. Other partners included Le Monde, Bloomberg 
News, Storyful, Mashable, AFP and Buzzfeed. First Draft is run 
by Dr. Claire Wardle, a global expert on user-generated content. 

Transparency

 WHAT IS IT?
To test CrossCheck, newsrooms, universities, nonprofits 
and tech companies partnered to fact-check statements 
leading up to the 2017 French presidential election. The 
project monitored social media and the public submitted 600 
questions. Journalists produced 64 reports that also described 
the verification process and carried the logos of the multiple 
news organizations that checked out the claims.
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https://firstdraftnews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Crosscheck_rapport_EN_1129.pdf/
https://firstdraftnews.com/project/field-guide-fake-news/
https://firstdraftnews.com/project/field-guide-fake-news/
https://firstdraftnews.com/course-launches/
https://firstdraftnews.com/crosscheck-qualitative-research/
https://www.blog.google/topics/journalism-news/fact-checking-french-election-lessons-crosscheck-collaborative-effort-combat-misinformation/
https://firstdraftnews.com/about/
https://shorensteincenter.org/
https://shorensteincenter.org/
https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.com/france-en/faq/
https://crosscheck.firstdraftnews.org/france-en/
https://www.wearehearken.com/
https://firstdraftnews.com/crosscheck-starts/
https://firstdraftnews.com/project/crosscheck/
https://newscollab.org

