
Learning newspapers 
 WHAT IS IT?

Press Pass is a news literacy program that engages Irish 
teenagers by helping them learn different writing styles. 
The program targets 16-year-olds, preparing them to enter 
a national contest. Retired editor John Moore called this 
“one of the better national youth news literacy programs,” 
similar to the US.-based News Literacy Project. The 
course work is open to all students, who learn the role of 
newspapers in a free press while analyzing news stories.

 HOW TO DO IT
This five-month-long program begins with in-class studies, 
including a workbook to guide analysis of Ireland’s national 
newspapers. Teachers receive a guide for class discussion 
and students use newspapers in the classroom for study as 
they eventually attempt to create their own journalism to 
enter into a national competition.

 DOES IT WORK?
More than 10,000 transition-year students participated in 2018, 
and nearly 80,000 in the popular initiative’s first six years. A total 
of 255 schools (half of those eligible) took part the first year, and 
the number keeps growing. WAN-IFRA compiled a database noting 
the program checked eight of 13 news literacy categories (including 
doing production, simulation and learning how journalism works) in 
Aralynn McMane’s report about worldwide news-literacy practices.

 WHO’S BEHIND IT?
National Newspapers of Ireland (NNI), now known as 
NewsBrands Ireland, and the Department of Education 
started the program in 2012. It was designed for students 
to “learn all about newspapers and the writing, analysis, 
preparation and photography that’s involved in putting one 
together.” Twitter  and The Irish League of Credit Unions have 
sponsored the program. The project was tagged as “notable” 
by Áine Kerr, co-founder of NevaLabs.
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http://presspass.ie
http://presspass.ie/about-press-pass/
https://twitter.com/jtmoore?lang=en
https://newslit.org
http://presspass.ie/register-for-press-pass/
http://presspass.ie/workbook/workbook2017.pdf
http://presspass.ie/workbook/lesson-plan-2017.pdf
http://presspass.ie/categories/
http://www.adworld.ie/2018/04/27/news-brands-press-pass-initiative-concludes-10000-2018/
https://www.independent.ie/life/family/learning/students-shine-as-press-pass-awards-look-to-the-future-29099815.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1v71ITF2agLiKGWOpMMb40IuaRTMdsSK3EmZ3bhtEGNE/edit#gid=1112199940
http://www.wan-ifra.org/events/speakers/dr-aralynn-mcmane
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/media-and-marketing/newspaper-body-rebrands-to-reflect-digital-activities-1.2195937
http://newsbrandsireland.ie
https://www.education.ie/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/newsbrands-ireland-partner-twitter-press-pass-student-lisa-buckley
https://www.creditunion.ie/communications/news/2016/title,10011,en.php
https://www.independent.ie/business/media/ine-kerr-news-literacy-now-top-priority-36393793.html
https://twitter.com/AineKerr?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://nevalabshq.com
https://newscollab.org

